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European Business Association  KwaZulu-Natal, South Africa

40 Stafford Road, 3610 Cowies Hill, Durban
 Tel: 083 5609604  ralph_streitburger@freenet.de
The European Business Association of Kwazulu-Natal (EBA) is a new Business Association founded by German speaking business men and women in order facilitate a niche networking and exchange forum for matters of common interest to European citizens in Kwazulu-Natal, South Africa, but equally also South Africans with European links or involvement. Whilst specifically business interests form the core of mutually beneficial activities and exchange, equally cultural, social, and other matters unify its members in a common purpose aimed at growing business and enriching personal life.
STRUCTURE
The Association is registered as a TRUST under Reg. No.:  IT/1206/2008/PMB
Its registered Address is: 40 Stafford Road, 3610 Cowies Hill, Durban
Its Bankers are: Nedbank
Its Auditors are: not nominated yet, in discussion with PKF
Its financial year end is: calendar year
TRUSTEES

The Association has 3 trustees:

Mrs Christine Richter:
- Owner and Managing Director of the Summerhill Guest Estate
- Board Member Deutsche Schule Durban

Mr Ralph Streitburger:
- Sen. Fin. Manager re-ethical environmental re-engineering
-Chairman Foundation Committee Deutsche Schule Durban
Mr Horst Achtzehn:

- Honorary Consul, Federal Republic of Germany

- Managing Director Caraville Travel & Tours
The Trust, by way of its constitution, enables the management of the Association through a democratically elected Board of members responsible for the day to day affairs of the Association. Neither the Trustees, nor the Board is remunerated for their work.
BOARD
The Board of the Association is at this stage an interim steering committee pending its first AGM to be called before July 2009. The annually elected board of member is made up of various portfolio holders:
Chairman:


Mr Ralph Streitburger

Vice Chairman:

Mrs Christine Richter

Treasurer:


Mr Fritz Volker
Secretary:


Mr Dennis Schoentauf
Membership:

Functions:

Liaison:

FUNCTION

The powers and function of the Association embodies the following principles. It:
a) fosters, promotes and discusses improved trading relationships, opportunities and measures between businessmen, businesses, companies and agencies involved in trade and commerce between the Countries of the European Union and the Republic of South Africa, focusing on the province of KwaZulu-Natal,
b) meets, discusses, advises on and generally attempts to resolve problems and issues affecting members, their businesses and their commercial and trading activities with regard to KwaZulu-Natal, South Africa and countries in Southern Africa,
c) elects steering groups to meet with, on behalf of members, government departments, ministries and relevant trade organizations, to give voice to member’s suggestions and concerns towards the improvement of both the public, private and NGO sectors, in KwaZulu-Natal, South Africa and countries in Southern Africa,
d) publicizes and informs members of any relevant trading and commercial trends and government measures likely to be of interest to its members,
e) incurs all such expenditures and enter into all such arrangements as are necessary to carry into effect the aforesaid objects.
Accounts are audited and presented to its members at the Annual General Meeting of members. Surplus funds not needed for operations are donated in line with its  social and cultural commitment  primarily to develop education. 
MEMBERSHIP

At this stage the initial members are solely German speaking or of German/Austrian/Swiss  heritage, and hence activities are currently focused on exchanges with primarily German speaking Europe, though other European countries and their citizens and interests are explicitly welcome. Likewise businessmen and women of any nationality in KZN with European interest are encouraged to participate with the organization.

Membership is obtained through recommendation by 2 other members, approval by the board, and payment of an entrance fee (once off R 2.000) and the annual membership fee (R 1.000 p.a.). This money is utilized to maintain the infrastructure to promote the aforesaid goals. 
MEETINGS

The EBA in KZN will offer its member’s regular business networking functions in support of its stated goals. Furthermore it will host special events for members and invited guests aimed at mutual education, enjoyment, and cultural promotion. 
As a casual weekly meeting place random members meet every Wednesday at the Piano bar at Summerhill Guesthouse, besides formally organized bimonthly functions at which members interact, also with invited guests.
